
CABINET – 11 MARCH 2026 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

  

Public Questions  

1. Christopher James  

Question:  

In response to an earlier question I was informed that the works contract for the 

Shrewsbury Railway Station Gyratory was awarded to McPhillips. The contract value 

was £2,545,830 and the end date was 31 March 2025. A report to the Scrutiny 

Committee in November 2025 stated that the work was not yet complete. 

I submitted a question on line on 6 January 2026 regarding the date for completion. 

On 28 January 2026 I submitted the same question by email to the Council's 

"Democracy" email address. I have not received a response to either request. Has 

completion been certified and, if not, has a taking over certificate been issued? How 

much has McPhillips been paid to date under this contract?  

 

Response from Councillor Rob Wilson, Portfolio Holder for Transport & 

Economic Growth 

Firstly, my apologies, your email request was dealt with internally, and a reply drafted 

by officers, but I didn’t send the reply. 

  

After consulting with officers, I can confirm that requirements for “take over” 

certificates were not considered appropriate when the Contract was written.  The 

Council chose not to issue take-over certificates for specific phases of the project to 

avoid premature transfer of risk, liabilities, and maintenance costs back to the 

Authority. While the Contract allows the client to take over part of the works, doing so 

triggers specific contractual consequences, which were considered unfavourable to 

the Council until the entire project is complete, which is when the completion 

certificate will be issued.  

  

In addition, the Contractor was responsible for the phasing of the works and given 

the nature and locations of the works being undertaken, flexibility was required to 

allow phases to be grouped or adjusted as construction progressed. This provided 

better value for money for the Council and utilisation of the resources available. 

  

With regard to the monies currently paid to McPhillips under the contract, I can 

confirm that the value is £2,679,627.23 

 
 


